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IN LOVING MEMORY OF

IN MEMORIAM

DR. WALTER R. DOWDLE

Dr. Walter (Walt) Dowdle, a respected virologist and longtime public health leader, passed away on November 17, 2025 at the age of 

94. He was especially known for his scientific integrity and more than six decades of contributions to global health. Dr. Dowdle’s 

career spanned pivotal roles, including a 34-year tenure at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) where he held 

many leadership positions and contributed to major public health responses. After retiring from the CDC in 1994, he joined The 

Task Force for Global Health and served for nearly 25 years.

At The Task Force, Dr. Dowdle played a central role in establishing the Polio Eradication Center and the Polio Antivirals Initiative. 

But Dowdle’s passion to fight diseases went beyond his work in polio. Soon after joining The Task Force, he played a key role in 

convening the Conference on Global Disease Elimination and Eradication as Public Health Strategies co-hosted in Atlanta in 1998 

by The Task Force and numerous international and national agencies. This conference was a turning point for disease elimination 

and eradication efforts and set the agenda for much of what global and public health experts continue to work on today. Dr. 

Dowdle also started and ran the Malarone Donation Program and Children Without Worms, initially called the Mebendazole 

Donation Initiative, at The Task Force in an effort to treat resistant malaria and intestinal worms, respectively. The latter program 

continues to operate and improve the health of women and children in low-income countries today. 

Tragically, during the operation of the Malarone® Donation Program, The Task Force and Dr. Dowdle lost a dear colleague, Mary 

Louise Martin, DVM, MS, Associate Director of the Malarone® Donation Program, in the 1998 U.S. Embassy bombing in Kenya. 

In honor of his colleague, Dr. Dowdle set up the Mary Louise Martin, DVM, MS, Endowed Memorial Scholarship which is housed 

at the CDC Foundation and provides scholarships for disadvantaged young women in Kenya to attend the Starehe Girls Centre, a 

national boarding school.

In 2010, Dr. Dowdle won the CDC Foundation’s James and Sarah Fries Prize for Improving Health for his "extraordinary and 

continuing leadership and scientific achievement to help prevent millions of cases of disease and death from HIV/AIDS, influenza, 

and polio." Dr. Dowdle’s prize money was used as a challenge grant to raise additional funds for the Mary Louise Martin, DVM, 

MS, Endowed Memorial Scholarship. Beyond programmatic achievements, Dr. Dowdle is remembered as a mentor and exemplar of 

humility and dedication. Colleagues describe him as calm and deeply committed to public health and scientific rigor.
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF

IN MEMORIAM

DR. WILLIAM H. FOEGE

On January 24, 2026. the world lost one of the greatest and most impactful public health leaders of the past century, 

Dr. William H. (Bill) Foege, who died in Atlanta at the age of 89. Dr. Foege is best known for orchestrating the successful global 

effort that eradicated smallpox, which saved and improved the lives of millions of people. But his achievements as a public health 

leader, teacher and mentor go far beyond smallpox, influencing the work and touching the lives of public health professionals 

across the globe. He helped develop “Becoming Better Ancestors: 9 Lessons to Change The World,” a free virtual learning series 

that shares key lessons learned in the eradication of smallpox and inspires people to consider how they are applicable today, 

featuring interviews with global health leaders.

Dr. Foege began his career as an epidemiologist with the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), where he led the 

CDC Smallpox Eradication Program and later served as CDC Director from 1977 to 1983. In 1984, recognizing the need to boost 

childhood immunization in low-income countries, he co-founded The Task Force for Child Survival, now The Task Force for 

Global Health. Under his leadership, global immunization rates climbed dramatically, transforming the health prospects of 

children worldwide. 

Dr. Foege also played a pivotal role at The Carter Center, serving as its Executive Director from 1986 to 1992. From 1992 to 1999, he 

continued to contribute to the Center’s work as a Fellow while simultaneously serving as President and CEO of The Task Force 

for Global Health. In total, he led The Task Force as CEO for 16 years. In 1997, Dr. Foege joined the Emory faculty as Presidential 

Distinguished Professor Emeritus of International Health. The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation established the William H. Foege 

Global Health Fellowship Program at Emory University’s Rollins School of Public Health. The fellowship assists mid-career public 

health professionals interested in pursuing public health careers by providing them with training at Rollins. From 1999-2001, he 

contributed his expertise as a Senior Medical Advisor to the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.

His accolades included numerous honorary degrees and major recognitions, including CDC Foundation’s James and Sarah Fries 

Prize for Improving Health in 1992 for his visionary leadership in the eradication of smallpox and the Presidential Medal of 

Freedom in 2012. Dr. Foege was a mentor and inspiration to generations of public health professionals, advocating that health is a 

fundamental human right and championing the blend of science with moral purpose. 
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF

IN MEMORIAM

DR. ALAN R. HINMAN

Dr. Alan Hinman, a vaccine visionary, passed away on January 26, 2026 at the age of 88. He spent more than 50 years working in 

public health and devoted his career working for a vision of a world without vaccine-preventable diseases, including teaching the 

next generation of health heroes at Emory University’s Rollins School of Public Health.

During the Carter administration, Dr. Hinman was instrumental in advancing the first Presidential Initiative on Immunization, 

which helped encourage U.S. states to execute and enforce school immunization mandates which led to historic declines in 

vaccine-preventable diseases in the U.S.

Dr. Hinman worked with and at The Task Force for thirty years, making tremendous contributions both as an advisor, during his 

full-time tenure, and even after he officially retired in 2017. He served as a Senior Advisor to the Center for Vaccine Excellence and as 

a consultant to multiple Task Force programs, including the Health Campaign Effectiveness Coalition and the Public Health 

Informatics Institute. He was a founding member of the Voices for Vaccines program, served as a Strategic Advisory and Steering 

Group member for the Partnership for International Vaccine Initiatives and Voices for Vaccines, respectively, and as a member and 

chair of the National Sustainability Committee for the Elimination of Measles, Rubella and Congenital Rubella Syndrome. One of 

his earliest projects at The Task Force, called All Kids Count, evolved into what is now the Public Health Informatics Institute.

Prior to joining Task Force, Dr. Hinman was Director of CDC's Immunization Division (1977-1988) and Director of CDC's National 

Center for Prevention Services (1988-1995). After rising to the rank of Assistant Surgeon General, Dr. Hinman retired from the U.S. 

Public Health Service and joined the Advisory Group of The Task Force for Global Health in 1996.  

In 2019, Dr. Hinman was the recipient of the the prestigious Dr. Charles Mérieux Award from the National Foundation for Infectious 

Diseases for his work in vaccinology and immunology. He authored or co-authored more than 400 publications and has served on the 

Board of Gavi and the Vaccine Alliance, as well as chairing a WHO Advisory Committee.
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