
To all our Reach -Out Supporters:  

 

The Reach -Out program celebrated its 

eight year in the community on August 

3, 2009. The community was happy as 

we looked at the achievements we 

have made so far in the development 

of our community. The last five years 

have been of great significance, as we 

evolved into a community service cen-

tre, providing direct needs to the or-

phaned and vulnerable children within 

the West Kochieng community.  

 

We have seen tremendous growth in 

the area of education.  Three students 

that graduated from Dr. El Hefni secon-

dary school have joined MOI University 

to pursue their first degrees, three other 

students joined middle level colleges, 

and another two will begin in January.  

 

As part of our effort to improve educa-

tional standards among the supported 

children and community, the Dr. El   

Hefni Primary School was opened in 

January and its first 25 students sat for 

the primary level examination this year.  

We hope that the examination results 

due for release this December will 

prove our efforts! We also presented a 

total of 18 students who sat for the sec-

ondary examination this year. This will 

be the second time orphaned or vul-

nerable students from the Reach -Out 

community presented as candidates 

for the National Exams.  

 

As we move into 2010, we have new 

dreams that one day weõll be able to 

develop a technical training centre to 

support the orphans who are out of 

school and we also hope to begin a 

primary school to enable us provide a 

more conducive learning environment 

for the children in the community.  

 

We are deeply grateful to you, our sup-

porters. Your contributions to the Reach

-Out program are changing the face of 

our community and allowing us to 

dream for the future.  

 

We wish you all a Merry Christmas and 

a Happy New Year ! 

 
From the desk of Hezekiah Bunde 

A Message from the Director , Hezekiah Bunde  
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Dr. El Hefni student Duncan 

Otieno emerged best overall  

in a joint mathematics com-

petition among four area 

schools this fall.  
 

This is a tremendous reflec-

tion not only on Duncan, who 

has been supported by 

Reach -Out since he was 12 

years old, but also on the 

quality of teaching at the Dr. 

El Hefni school.  
 

Congratulations to Duncan 

and his math teacher Mr. 

Musa Yonge!  

Reach -Out  Programs  

A Remarkable  

Achievement! 
 

Reach-Outôs first seven  

students have graduated 

from Form 4 (high school) 

and are continuing their 

educations at area  

universities or vocational 

schools  

thanks to the  

continuing support  

of the  

Technical Training Institute. 

Reach -Out student from the Dr. El Hefni Secondary School wins   

top award in area math competition!  

Duncan, on left, and with his family on right.  

Duncan will begin Form 4 next year.  



An open letter from a Form 4 student at the Dr. El Hefni Secondary School  
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I am Yvonne Achieng Oloo, seventeen 

years old. I lost both my parents between 

the years 2004 -2006. I stay with my grand-

mother within West Kochieng location in  

Kisumu district, while my sister and brother 

dwell in Nairobi where they do menial work 

to cater for their basic needs.  

My main aim of writing is to thank all the 

sponsors, supporters, well -wishers, the TTF 

and all the people outside there con-

cerned with the development of the 

school and the support program at house-

hold level. From deep down in my heart, 

Iõm very grateful and thankful for all the 

love, concern and support you have 

shown and given to us the orphans and 

vulnerable children of this community. If it 

were not for your help, many of us would 

not have seen the inside of a classroom or 

even know how it feels like to have some-

one out there that love the children as we 

have seen from our sponsors.  

You came into my life when I had no hope. 

My hope in life had been buried with my 

parents and all that was left for me was 

despair. I lived a life full of sorrow though 

my grandmother always encouraged me.  

When one door of happiness closes, an-

other door always opens. Even when the 

night is dark, the stars will always shine and 

their light seen. To us, the orphans and vul-

nerable children of Reach out, think of you 

as our door of happiness and the star that 

shines at the hour of darkness in our lives.  

Today I can talk of a dream of becoming 

a doctor or an accountant; I have a 

dream filled life just because there is a 

sponsor there to help me achieve my 

dream. I know I will and one day came to 

audit the financial books at Reach -out or 

treat the children in the OVC clinic.  

As you arrive in our community today you 

will be able to notice the support Reach -

out has given to the community. There are 

no children in the streets of Kisumu from this 

community and we are all happy to be in 

school. We the supported children would 

want to turn around this community by 

helping other children after we complete 

our education.  

Thank you very much for all that you have 

done and may the Almighty Lord bless all 

of you.  

 

 

ñYou came into my 

life when I had  

no hope.  

 

My hope in life had 

been buried with 

 my parents  

and all  

that was left 

 for me  

was despair. ñ 

 
Yvonne Achieng Oloo  

A 17 year old girl 

sponsored by the 

Reach -Out program.  

ñWhen one door of happiness closes, another door always opens...  

the orphans and vulnerable children of Reach out, think of you (our sponsors) as our  

door of happiness and the star that shines at the hour of darkness in our lives.ò 

Yvonne with Reach-Out 
volunteer and sponsor 

Jeanne Radcliff 

Yvonne (far right) with fellow students 
from the Dr. El Hefni debate team  

and visiting Reach-Out volunteer and sponsor  
Meghan Radcliff (far left) 



I am Nancy Awino.  

 

I am in Form One at the Dr. El Hefni  

Secondary School. I come from a family 

of five: mother and three younger sisters. 

My father died when I was in Standard 

One and my mother is the one who has 

been bringing us up to where we are 

now. I am extremely happy and I always 

say when I grow up I would help my 

mother a lot.  

 

I am looking forward to being a doctor 

and this has been my dream all along. I 

would like to be a doctor so that I can 

treat my president, my Prime Minister, my 

teachers, my parents and anybody all 

over the world.  

 

I would also wish to invent medicines for 

incurable diseases such as HIV/AIDS, and 

this has been my hope although. I am 

really working very hard to achieve my 

goals because nothing comes on a silver 

plate.  

 
By Nancy Awino, Student Form 1  
Dr. El Hefni Secondary School 

Volume 4, Issue 2  
Page 3 

From students in the Dr. El Hefni Secondary School  

Irene Auma 

Form 3 

A favorite poem submitted by Irene Auma  

 

DONôT QUIT! 

 
When things go wrong  

As they sometimes will,  

When the road you are trudging,  

Seems all uphill.  

 

When the funds are low,  

And the debts are low,  

And you want to smile  

But you have to sigh.  

When cares are pressing you down a bit  

Rest if you must, but donõt you quit. 

 

Life is queer with its twists & turns  

As every one of us sometimes learns  

And many a persons turns about  

When they might have won  

Had they stuck out.  

Donõt give up though 

The pace seems slow.  

You may succeed with  

another blow.  

 

Often the struggler has given up  

When he might have captured  

The victorõs cup 

And he learned too down,  

How close he was to the golden crown.  

 

Success is failure turned  

inside out,  

So stick to the fight  

When you are hardest hit,  

its when things seem worst  

That you mustnõt quit. 
  

Anonymous author 

Reach -Out students enroll  

at Moi University  

 
Dr. Pam McQuide (far left) and Hezekiah 

Bunde (far right) with long -term Reach -Out 

sponsored students who recently graduated 

from the Dr. El Hefni Secondary School and 

have enrolled in Moi University  

in Eldoret, Kenya.  

 

L-R: Isaac, Joshua, and Jared.  



 
Please consider contributing to 

Reach-Out this Christmas!  
 
 

Send your tax-deductible  

contribution to: 

Task Force For Global Health 

325 Swanton Way 

Decatur, GA 30030 
 

 

The Task Force is a tax -exempt non -profit corpo-

ration organized under the laws of  the state of 

Georgia for purpose consistent with section 501©

(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954.  As 

such, your contribution is tax deductible.  

Our tax ID number is 58 -16986648. 

 
Your $250 one -year sponsorship 
provides the following help to 
your sponsored child:  
 

One blanket 

One mosquito net 

Nutritious food supplements 

every two weeks 

Two school uniforms 

Access to safe water, health 

care, education, day care 

A program supported by 

The Task Force For  Global Health 

325 Swanton Way 

Decatur, GA 30030 

www.taskforce.org/reachout.asp 

Reach-Out Advisory Board 

Dr. Pam McQuide, Chair 

    Phone: 1-919-380-9107 

Peggy Hart, Treasurer/Sponsorship 

Coordinator 

    Phone: 1-404-583-3520  

Beth Radcliff, Secretary/Newsletter 

Editor 

    Phone: 1-704-663-6511 

Reach-Out OVC Centre 

News 

Children in the Reach -Out 

community:  359  

Children currently supported:  

267 

Children who need sponsors: 

83 

 

 

Please consider  sponsoring a child this Christmas  

A heartfelt thanks ! 
Our thanks go to Make An Impression, Inc. of Cary, NC for its  

generous contribution toward the printed copies of the newsletter.  

There are still children in the Reach -Out community who do not have sponsors.  

Please consider a $250 donation to sponsor a child for the year ahead.  


